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What do the vast majority of the biggest superstars in the world have
in common? Ironically, after achieving incredible fame and fortune,
they end up woefully depressed! Many of these same celebrities
have admitted that in spite of their wealth, their power, their world-
wide acclaim, the net result of their lives has been misery. Tragically,
millions of people have been deluded into believing the lie that the
way to happiness and fulfillment is by emulating popular celebri-
ties. Millions have destroyed their lives by seeking to find fulfillment
through riches, fame, power, occult practices, illicit sex and drugs.

As we look at many of the most popular Hollywood superstars, sports
celebrities, rock, pop, and hip hop stars, we discover that the dark un-
derbelly of celebrity is often misery, darkness and depression.

Mega actor Brad Pitt has not only confessed
his own profound sense of emptiness after
receiving incredible wealth and fame, but
has compared himself to the rebellious son
in Jesus’ parable, “The Prodigal Son."The
son callously asked his father for his inher-
itance early and then goes off to squander
his wealth on loose living and prostitutes.
However, Jesus reveals that the son comes
to his senses and goes back to his father
and receives his love and forgiveness upon
his return. Jesus gave this parable not only
to demonstrate the utter emptiness that the things of this world
bring, but to demonstrate God’s incredible love and forgiveness for
those who turn from their wicked ways and come back to God. Pitt
acknowledges that the parable teaches, “you will not be alive again
until you come home to the father’s ways.” However, he also admits, “I
never thought past the leaving.” This has left Pitt in a vast spiritual pit
and with a huge hole in his soul.

Pitt admitted in a Rolling Stone interview that material pursuits have
only left himself and everyone else empty:

“Man, | know all these things are supposed to seem important to
us: the car, condo, our version of success. | say toss all this. We gotta
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find something else. But all | know is at this point in time, we are
heading for a dead end, a numbing of the soul, a complete atrophy
of the spiritual being. | don't want that. The emphasis now is on
success and personal gain. | am telling you that is not it. | am telling
you | am the guy who's got everything, but once you've got every-
thing, then you're just left with yourself.” (Brad Pitt, Rolling Stone
Magazine, Oct. 28, 1999)

Mega actress, Megan Fox, is one of count-
less celebrities who have ventured into the
occult and has struggled with deep depres-
sion, despite her incredible fame. In June of
2023, Megan Fox, after identifying herself as
a witch, threatened to conduct an occult rit-
ual wherein she jested that she would gorge
herself with the raw meat of animal carcass-
es in a man’s front yard. Megan made the
threat after the man claimed that he heard
one of her little boys complaining that he
did not want to wear girls clothing and that
she was abusing her little boys by forcing them to dress like little
girls. The Washington Post reported, “The actress has spoken about
having body dysmorphia and other mental health issues in the past.”
(The Washington Post, May 17, 2023)

“I came into the world really bright and sunny and happy,” Fox
acknowledged, but admits she later developed “manic depression.”
(CR Fashion Book, Oct. 14, 2021)

In this same interview with CR Fashion Book, Fox speaks of the rela-
tionship she and rapper Machine Gun Kelly have with “the spirits and
energies.” (Ibid)

Fox says that after playing the character “Jennifer”in the horror
movie Jennifer’s Body (a character who becomes a demon possessed,
cannibalistic murderer as a result of a satanic ritual), she intentionally
opened herself up to ancient demonic forces. In her quest for star-
dom, Fox’s occult practices appear to have deeply exacerbated her
manic condition, as she opened herself up to the ancient demonic
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forces that originally rebelled against God with Satan and the other
fallen angels. Fox admitted:

“But as | got into my early twenties, that hell-hath-no-fury, a wom-
an scorned demon did rise up in me. | did tap into that archetype
a few times as well. That’s kind of what you see in Jennifer [of Jen-
nifer’s Body]—that sort of nasty streak that can exist if you align
yourself with that ancient energy.” (Ibid)

Fox admitted that she and rapper Machine Gun Kelly practice de-
monic occult rituals and “consume each other’s blood on occasion
for ritual purposes only.” She states of Kelly, “He’s much more hap-
hazard and hectic and chaotic, where he’s willing to just cut his chest
open with broken glass and be like, Take my soul.” (Glamour UK,
April 2022)

Megan Fox, while engaging in an unbiblical occult practice, which is
forbidden by God in the bible as sorcery or Pharmakeia, explained

to guest host Arsenio Hall on Jimmy Kimmel Live! that she took the
drug ayahuasca, which opens one up to demonic entities, only to get
an apparent preview of her eternal future in hell.

Even the late actor and comedian Robin Williams acknowledged
before his suicide that he had opened himself up to transformative
demonic powers that aided him on stage:

“Yeah! Literally, it’s like possession, all of a sudden you're in, and be-
cause it’s in front of a live audience, you just get this energy that just
starts going...But there’s also that thing - it is possession. In the old
days, you'd be burned for it...But there is something empowering
about it. I mean, it is a place where you are totally-it is Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde, where you really can become this other force. Maybe that’s
why | don't need to play evil characters [in movies], ‘cause sometimes
onstage you can cross that line and come back”” (“Robin Williams,”
James Kaplan, US Weekly, Jan. 1999, p. 53)

Tragically, Robin Williams crossed that line one too many times and

his tragic suicide is a reminder to us all that there are a lot of hurt-
ing people out there. While Williams was known for making other
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people laugh, he rarely laughed himself.
Early in his career he sought to fill that hole
in his soul with drugs like cocaine and, near
the end of his life, he struggled with alcohol.
While Williams was known to many as the
lovable character “Mork,” the alien in Mork
& Mindy, potentially millions followed him
into his live stage act, which was sexually
perverse and glorified drugs. In fact Robin
Williams, under the influence of these de-
monic entities, became one of the filthiest
comedians in the world, drawing countless
souls into a perverse gutter.

Many sports stars have also dealt with depression after winning it all,
coming up totally empty.

Tom Brady, despite his unprecedented suc-
cess as the “GOAT” of the NFL, has still strug-
gled with a massive hole in his soul. CBS
reported that “the secret to Brady’s success,’
was that he married a witch (speaking of his
former wife, Gisele). CBS further quipped,
“After the Patriots’ win over the Rams in Super
Bowl LIl (53), his then wife, Gisele, let Brady
know how lucky he was to marry a‘witch.” In
fact Brady himself admitted on camera:

“I've learned a lot from my wife over the years.

She’s so about the power of intention and believing things that are
really going to happen and she always makes a little altar for me at
the game, because she just wills it so much.” Brady further admitted,
“At first, | was like, ‘this is kind of crazy ... then, about four years ago,
we were playing the Seahawks and she said "You better listen to me:
This is your year, but this is all the things you're going to have to do
to win, and | did all those things, and by God, you know, it worked.”
(WCVB Channel 5 Boston, Feb. 2019)

Despite Brady’s success, he confessed to journalist Steve Kroft on
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60 Minutes that after winning his first three Super Bowls he was still
empty inside:

“Why do | have three Super Bowl rings and still think there’s some-
thing greater out there. | think, ‘It's got to be more than this!| mean
this isn't—this can’t be—all it's cracked up to be ... What'’s the an-
swer? | wish | knew.” (60 Minutes, 2005)

We see this strange phenomena of having it all — all the things that
someone thinks will make them happy only ending in spiritual
darkness — not only among popular actresses and sports celebrities,
but also among the world’s greatest rock, pop and rap stars, many of
which have admitted to also being involved in the occult.

Even Elvis Presley, the “King of Rock
and Roll," struggled with severe depres-
sion, anger, and outbursts of rage. Elvis
was steeped in the occult and claimed
21 | to be guided by a spiritual entity which
he confused with his deceased brother,
Aaron. Elvis believed that these enti-
ties had tapped him to be a New Age
Christ, opening up others to the world
of the occult. We document this in our
acclaimed video, They Sold Their Souls
for Rock n Roll. Tragically, Elvis died of

a severe heart attack at the relatively young age of just 42-years-old
while sitting on the toilet. Elvis died while reading the hardcore porn
and occult book Sex and Psychic Energy. Elvis'bodyguards, which
included a couple of his cousins (known as The Memphis Mafia), ac-
knowledged that Elvis would use such powers to manipulate his au-
dience. At the pinnacle of his success, Elvis told pastor James Hamill
(who had been his pastor when he was a child at the First Assembly
of God in Memphis):

Y,

“Pastor, I'm the most miserable young man you’ve ever seen.
I've got all the money I'll ever need to spend. I've got millions
of fans. I've got friends. But I'm doing what you taught me not
to do, and I'm not doing the things you taught me to do.” (Steve
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Turner, Hungry for Heaven, p. 20)

John Lennon, the leader of the Beat-
les, the most successful band of all
time, also struggled with deep despair,
hopelessness and depression. In an
interview with David Sheff, Lennon
repeats Satanist Aleister Crowley’s
satanic maxim, “Do what thou wilt
shalt be the whole of the Law,” when
he said, “The whole Beatle idea was...
Do what thou wilt...” The Beatles paid
homage to Aleister Crowley by placing
his image at the top left-hand corner
in the back row of their album Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band.
In fact, John Lennon admitted in an interview with Ray Coleman,
“I've sold my soul to the devil” (Ray Coleman, Lennon: The Definitive
Biography, p. 256)

In a letter that John Lennon wrote to a Christian minister not long
before he died, just after he penned the words “money can’t buy me
love,” he declared:

“It's true ... | want happiness. | don’t want to keep up with drugs ...
I want out of hell” (Steve Turner, The Gospel According to the Beatles,
Westminster John Knox Press, 2006)

All of this demonstrates clearly that Lennon knew, like so many
others, that money and drugs and fame couldn't fill the deep hole
in his soul!

How tragic is it that so many of these men and women surrendered
to Satan and the powers of darkness for fame and fortune? They
didn’t receive joy, happiness and fulfillment in this world, but further-
more if they failed to repent they would have hell to pay. They failed
to heed Jesus’' warning where He declared, “What does it profit a man
if he gains the whole world and loses his soul?” (Mark 8:36). Like so
many of the celebrities we've been looking at, hundreds of millions
of people every day are trying to fill the hole in their soul with things
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that can never satisfy them. In fact, their lives become even darker
because they fill the darkness with even more darkness.

I Michael Jackson, the “King of Pop,”
made this startling confession at
the apex of his career in his biog-
raphy Moonwalk, “I'm one of the
loneliest people in the world.” Jack-
son lamented, “People think you're
lucky, that you have everything.
They think you can go anywhere
and do anything, but that’s not the
point” He claimed he “wouldn’t
wish [his loneliness] on anybody,
because | believe I'm one of the
loneliest people in the world.” (Michael Jackson, Moonwalk: A
Memoir, Doubleday, 1988)

In our Rocumentary, They Sold Their Souls for Rock and Roll, we
document how Michael Jackson claimed that he channeled spirit
entities, who inspired his songs, in a special room full of mir-
rors. Jackson also claimed that he had to go to bed and receive
many of his songs nocturnally and worried that if he didn't sleep
enough that the spirits would give these songs to Prince instead.
Jackson, who famously married Elvis Presley’s daughter Lisa-Ma-
rie, saw Elvis as a cautionary tale to his own demise, “The way
Elvis destroyed himself interests me, because | don’t ever want to
walk those grounds myself.” (Ibid)

Ironically, Lisa-Marie admitted that what happened to her father is
exactly what happened to Michael Jackson. Jackson was only 50
years old when he died after a drug overdose at his home in Los An-
geles, CA. Like Elvis and John Lennon before him, drugs, money and
fame could not fill the huge hole in his soul.

Madonna, despite her worldwide fame as the most successful female
artist in history for decades, has battled severe depression over the
years. Madonna has a long history of practicing the occult, including
the mystical practice of Kabala. Madonna claims that she wears a
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crucifix for sexually perverted reasons:

“Crucifixes are sexy because there’s a
naked man on them.” (Spin Magazine,
May 1985)

In January 2023, Madonna ignited out-
rage after blasphemously portraying
herself as channeling the “Virgin Mary” as
“Our Lady of Sorrows,” and by also doing
an all-female Last Supper photoshoot.
Madonna depicted herself as Jesus Christ
on Europe’s Vanity Fair, “The Icon Issue,’
in February 2023. Madonna admitted at the height of her fame that
even when on tour, surrounded and adored by her many fans, she is
deeply depressed, exclaiming:

“I'm a tormented person. | have a lot of demons inside of me." (Los
Angeles Times, May 5, 1991)

®
Kurt Cobain, who rose to fame as the lead singer, guitarist and prima-
ry songwriter for the top grunge band Nirvana, said he was
“obsessed with Anton LaVey.” (Mojo Magazine, Sept. 1999, p. 86)
Anton LaVey was the founder of the Church of Satan and the author
of the Satanic Bible. So obsessed was Cobain with Satanist Anton
LaVey that he sought to recruit LaVey by having him play cello on
Nirvana’s Nevermind aloum! Cobain’s involvement in witchcraft and
Satanism is a fitting explanation as to the source of his inspiration
and the uncanny ability he had for coming up with alluring and
seductive hooks that so frantically enticed Nirvana fans. Cobain was
described as “stumbling on
melodies by means he himself
didn’t fully understand.” (Chris-
topher Sandford, Kurt Cobain,
1995, p. 20)

All the fame, drugs and money
left Cobain empty and chron-
ically depressed. Tragically, Co-
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bain ended up blowing his brains out with a shotgun. Cobain felt
abandoned by the demonic powers that were inspiring him musi-
cally. He stated that his “muse had flown south.” Cobain lamented
in his suicide note that he was turning into a “miserable, self-de-
structive death rocker,” and “I've become hateful toward all humans
in general” (Ibid, p. 333). Cobain said that he wanted to see most
everybody die and only one or two people were worth saving.

Cobain’s mother, Wendy O’Connor, was a little closer to the truth
when she lamented, “Now he’s gone and joined that stupid club. |
told him not to join that stupid club.” (The Daily World Newspaper,
cited in Heavier Than Heaven: A Biography of Kurt Cobain by Charles R.
Cross, 2002, p. 357)

The “stupid club,” as Cobain’s mother refers to it, is in reference

to Brian Jones, Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin, Jim Morrison and other
dead rock “stars” who died at the early age of 27. Tragically, count-
less rock stars have had their lives end in ruin as a consequence of
opening themselves up to dark powers.

Leading pop-stars like Lady Gaga and Katy Perry have acknowledged
suffering from emptiness and depression, despite all of their worldly
success. Scenes from Lady Gaga'’s autobiographical video odyssey
“Marry the Night”imply that the pop star attempted suicide. Gaga,
who has a song called “Judas,” which is about her love for the apos-
tate apostle who became possessed by Satan and betrayed Christ,
admitted, “I'm perpetually lonely. I'm lonely when I'm in relation-
ships.” (Vanity Fair Magazine, Aug. 2010)

Lady Gaga had a dream about en-
countering Satan, and instead of
wisely crying out to the Lord Jesus
Christ for deliverance, she admits
that she followed the counsel of
Deepak Chopra to embrace the
insanity (demons) for the purpose of
her creative art.

Katy Perry admitted she wanted to
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become a Christian artist but couldn’t make it, so she sold her soul to
the devil, stating in an interview on “The Project” on Network Ten in
Australia, “l swear | wanted to be like the Amy Grant of music, but it
didn’t work out, and so | sold my soul to the devil.” Since then, Perry
has battled with severe bouts of depression and suicidal thoughts.

Comedian and actor Russell Brand, who
filed for divorce from Katy Perry after only
a year of marriage, acknowledged that
living for pleasure and mass consumption
left him empty and spiritually bankrupt.
Brand admitted:

“The system requires us to be selfish little
consumerist pods ... I've been famous now,
I know that’s boring. I've been rich now, |
know that’s boring. [Had sex with] loads of
people now, | know that’s boring. Took loads :
of drugs now, | know that’s boring. So all that’s left is sp|r|tual enlight-
enment.” (Gaia, “Enlightening Our Global Culture with Russell Brand,’
via YouTube, Nov. 13, 2013)

You may remember the Pep Boys commercial where two mechanics
are unsuccessfully trying to hammer a battery into a car and insist
to the worried owner, “Don’t worry, we've been doing this for a long
time” The commercial flashes back to when the mechanics were
preschoolers playing with a toy and one of them is trying to ham-
mer a square peg into a round hole, exclaiming, “It’s not going in!”
The other kid looks confused and declares, “Just keep hitting it!" This
commercial illustrates very well the frustrating human dilemma in
trying to find happiness by cramming worldly things into the space
in our hearts that only God Himself was intended to fill.

While most of us have learned that square pegs and round holes
don’t go together, the truth is that few people actually learn how to
successfully fill the hole in their soul. Many people long for true joy,
peace, and happiness, but they continue to elude them throughout
their lives. As we have seen, even those who are perceived to be the
world’s most successful people often admit they feel empty inside
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and struggle with hopelessness and despair.

The question is, will we ever learn from those who have gone before
us that there is more to life than money, fame, personal appearance,
sex, drugs, and power? Will we ever learn that we can waste a life-
time climbing ladders that lead to nowhere? Will we ever stop trying
to hammer the square peg into the round hole?

Shia LaBeouf, who starred in the blockbuster
Transformers movies came to a similar reve-
lation. After becoming the biggest box office
star of his generation, LaBeouf admitted that
his incredible success left him like so many
other celebrities: empty and confused.“The
good actors are all screwed up,” LaBeouf
says, “They're all in pain. It’s a profession of
bottom-feeders and heartbroken people”
LaBeouf admits, “Sometimes | feel I'm living
a meaningless life, and | get frightened.” He
further admitted:

“I have no idea where this insecurity comes from, but it's a God-sized
hole. If I knew, I'd fill it, and I'd be on my way." LaBeouf complained, “I
have no answers to anything. None. Why am | an alcoholic? | haven't

a d@#n clue! What is life about? | don't know.” (Parade, “The Mixed Up
Life of Shia LaBeouf,” June 14, 2009)

With so many celebrity superstars admitting their involvement in
satanic and occult practices to gain money and fame - apparently
losing their souls in the process — what is the answer? Shia LaBeouf
later claimed he accepted Christ and finally found peace in his soul.
Russell Brand said humanity is “looking for fulfillment in things that
will only leave them empty,” and “I think we’ve been tricked into not
believing in God." He said, “My personal feeling is the teachings of
Christ are more relevant now than they’ve ever been.”While only
time will tell how serious both Shia LeBeouf and Russell Brand are
about a genuine relationship with Christ, the question that lies
before each of us is how we fill the hole in our souls and where we
will spend eternity?
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Shia LaBeouf is actually correct — We all have a“God-sized hole.” But
the fact that it is a God-sized hole should be a big enough clue that
only God Himself can fill it!

King Solomon compared trying to find ful-
fillment in material things and the pleasures
of this world to chasing the wind:

“l have seen all the things that are done under
the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing
after the wind.” (Ecclesiastes 1:14)

We are like a delusional man chasing giant
bubbles for satisfaction, only to see one

. after another pop. Shia LaBeouf’s admis-
sion that he has a “God-sized hole” is a mere
echo of what King Solomon, the wisest
man of his age, wrote of all human beings nearly 3,000 years ago.
Solomon stated that God has “set eternity in the hearts of men.” (Ec-
clesiastes 3:11)

The evidence for God’s existence is absolutely overwhelming. Just as
every building has a builder and every painting has a painter, the far
more complex and vast universe must have and infinitely transcen-
dent Creator. Every written code has an undeniable creator and our
DNA code did not write itself! Francis Collins, head of the Human Ge-
nome project, who claims to be a Christian, describes human DNA as
a“digital code” and observes, “DNA is something like the hard drive
on your computer” that contains “programming.” (Francis Collins, The
Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief, 2006, p. 91)

Microsoft founder Bill Gates, who admitted, “l think it makes sense
to believe in God,” acknowledged, “DNA is like a computer program,
but far, far more advanced than any software we’ve ever created.”
(Bill Gates, The Road Ahead: Completely Revised and Up-To-Date,
1996, p. 228)

Even famed biologist Richard Dawkins admitted, “The machine code

of the genes is uncannily computer-like. Apart from differences in jar-
gon, the pages of a molecular biology journal might be interchanged
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with those of a computer engineering journal.” (Richard Dawkins,
River Out of Eden: A Darwinian View of Life, 1995, p. 17)

Regarding the information contained in just one of the 30 trillion
cells in your body Dawkins also admitted, “There is enough informa-
tion capacity in a single human cell to store the Encyclopedia Britan-
nica, all 30 volumes of it, three or four times over.” (Richard Dawkins,
The Blind Watchmaker, 1986, p. 115)

Humans were created in God’s image with a capacity for God’s eter-
nal Spirit to live in our hearts. Man rebelled against God and lost His
holy presence and the Holy Spirit that once indwelt him. Solomon
wrote, “God created mankind upright, but they have gone in search of
many schemes.” (Ecclesiastes 7:29) Ever since, humanity has tried to
fill an eternal void with various schemes that have left him empty
and chasing the wind. But only God can fill that eternal void.

Most people die never knowing the true secret to happiness and joy.
We are the Pac-Man generation, which has been duped and condi-
tioned by consumerism and mass media to think that the key to true
happiness is to gobble up as much as we can before we die.

Blaise Pascal, the famed mathematician, physicist and philosopher,
wrote of this God-shaped vacuum in man that only God can fill:

“What else does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but
that there was once in man a true happiness, of which all that now
remains is the empty print and trace? This he tries in vain to fill with
everything around him, seeking in things that are not there, the help
he cannot find in those that are, though none can help, since this in-
finite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and immutable object;
in other words, by God himself.” (Pensées, Blaise Pascal, 1670)

The world’s lie in this life is that happiness is found in things. Howev-
er, Jesus dispelled this myth with His declaration “A person’s life does
not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” (Luke 12:13-21) Jesus
declared, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | have
come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10)
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True happiness does not come from what you have, but rather from
who you have. When we are cut off from a relationship with God,
we are severed from the very source of all love, peace and joy. True
fulfillment comes not from material things, but from a personal
relationship with God, “Happy are the people whose God is the Lord!”
(Psalm 144:15b)

The malignant problem that we all face is that our sins and iniqui-
ties have separated us from God and His eternal love and joy. God’s
Word declares:

“But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God,
and your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.”
(Isaiah 59:2)

God defines sin as the transgres-
sion of His moral law, “for sin is the
transgression of the law.” (1 John
3:4) God’s Word declares that we
are all guilty of sin before God, “for
all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) God
has given each of us a conscience
that reveals when we are guilty of
wrongdoing. The reason we often feel guilty is because we often are
guilty! In fact, God declares in His Word, “If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” (1 John 1:8)

Who among us is perfect aside from God Himself? When we take “the
good person test,” we find that we all fail miserably and are in desper-
ate need of God'’s forgiveness. We have all broken God’s commands.
For instance, one of the 10 Commandments declares, “You shall not
take God'’s name in vain.” Can you say you have never used God’s holy
name as a curse word? God also commands in his word, “You shall
not murder.” Most people will probably say that they have passed this
part of the test, but they have still probably failed because God looks
at the heart and states that unjust anger (Matthew 5:21-23) and ha-
tred are the same as murder (1 John 3:15).
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How about the commandment, “You shall not commit adultery”?
Many could say they have not cheated on their spouse, but did you
know that Jesus warned, “Whoever looks upon a woman to lust after
her has committed adultery with her already in his heart” (Matthew
5:27-28)? Just think of a few of the many other commandments that
people routinely break: “You shall not steal.” (Have you ever stolen
anything at all? The value of the item is irrelevant). How about “You
shall not lie” (Have you lied even once, including so-called white
lies?) Then there is “You shall not covet.” (Have you ever enviously
desired what belongs to others?)

Here’s the kicker though, we have all bro-
ken the greatest of God's commandments.
Jesus said the greatest commandment

is to “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind.” (Mark 12:20) The first two of the 10
Commandments are “You shall have no
other gods before Me” and “You shall not
make yourself an idol” (Exodus 20:30)

Can you honestly say that you always
loved God above all else and never put someone or something
before him? Putting anything before God is the sin of idolatry. Sadly,
millions worship at the altar of many of the American idols, including
celebrities discussed in this booklet. God’s Word states that in the
last days, just before Jesus returns to judge the world, people would
place themselves, money and pleasures before God:

“But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money ... lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God.” (2 Timothy 3:1-2, 4b)

God's Word makes it clear in the following passages that those who
engage in idolatry, sexual sin, drugs, drunkenness, and a host of
other sins, will not inherit the kingdom of God, but will in fact be
sentenced for all eternity to the lake of fire:

“Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of
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God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters
nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves nor the
greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the king-
dom of God.” (1 Corinthians 6:9-10)

“But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers
and immoral persons and SORCERERS (Greek, PHARMAKEIA - illicit
drugs and witchcraft) and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in
the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”
(Revelation 21:8, emphasis added).

It is essential that we understand that there is no problem in our
lives that is as serious as the gravity of our sin before God. As we can
see, the consequences of our sin are not limited to our present life
on earth, but are eternal. If we fail to address our separation from
God caused by our sins, we “will be tormented with burning sulfur in
the presence of the holy angels ... and the smoke of their torment will
rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest day or night ...” Revelation
14:10b-11a)

The truth of the matter is that none of us can be good enough to
escape hell and earn a home in heaven. Even if we have kept all of
God’s commandments but one, we would still be in trouble, “for the
wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23) If you were suspended over hell
with a chain of 10 links, each link representing one of the 10 Com-
mandments, you would only have to break one of the links to make
you a lawbreaker and send you cascading into eternal hell for all
eternity. God’s word makes this very point:

“For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one
point is guilty of breaking all of it. For he who said, 'You shall not
commit adultery,’ also said, "You shall not murder.’ If you do not
commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a law-
breaker.” (James 2:10-11)

Dear friend, there is no greater question that you will ever face than
where you will spend all of eternity - Heaven or Hell! The reality is
that God reminds us that our lives are very brief compared to eterni-
ty. “You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes
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away.” (James 4:14) God's Word declares that we will all stand before
God to give an account for our lives.“And just as it is appointed for
man to die once, and after that comes judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) So it
is imperative that we recognize our desperate need to be saved from
our sins and its consequences before it is too late!

Since God is perfectly good, righteous and just, we must suffer the
consequences of our crimes against Him and our fellow humans.
Only a corrupt judge refuses to judge criminals. However, because
God is love (1 John 4:8, 16), His heart breaks over our rebellious, lost
condition and He came up with a Divine plan to save us. How could
God save us and still be righteous? He decided that He would justly
make the payment for our sins in our place so we could be set free
from sin, death, Satan and hell. The Good News is that Jesus came in
fulfillment of hundreds of Old Testament prophecies to set the cap-
tives free (Luke 4:18). God became a man in the person of the Lord
Jesus Christ to die in our place on the cross so we could be forgiven:

“Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as some-
thing to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the
humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he
appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and
died a criminal’s death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:6-8)

Jesus suffered the hell we each deserve on the cross. He suffered
consciously in the blackest darkness and separation from the Father
(Matthew 27:45). The thirst we suffer and would continue to suffer
throughout eternity, because of our rebellion, He suffered on the
cross, crying out, “I thirst” (John 19:28) Jesus could have just sent us
all to hell, but in His great love for us He suffered the worst death
imaginable, shedding His blood and bearing the penalty of our
sins. While on the cross, Jesus cried out, “Tetelestai,” which is a Greek
accounting term meaning “paid in full.” Jesus paid our sin debt so we
could escape Hell and be with Him in heaven forever! He suffered
so much in our place so He could live in our heart and transform us
back into the image of God. Jesus, God in the flesh, is the only one
who could pay the price for our sins, that is why He declared:

“lam the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.” (John 14:6)
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There is no stairway we can climb
to heaven, but there is a divine
bridge. Jesus is the bridge back

to the Father. He warned, “Enter
through the narrow gate. For wide is
| the gate and broad is the road that
leads to destruction, and many enter
through it. But small is the gate and
narrow the road that leads to life,
and only a few find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)

Here’s the deal: we broke God’s Law, but He became a man to pay the
fine. Jesus suffered and died on the cross to pay for our sins and sat-
isfy His own moral Law. Now you can choose to accept the free gift
of eternal life that God so graciously paid for on your behalf or you
can pay the fine yourself in hell forever. The choice is yours. We can
arrogantly reject Christ and the payment He made for us and spend
eternity in hell, or we can humble ourselves, repent of our sins, and
receive the gift of eternal life by trusting Jesus Christ alone.

Dear friend, Jesus Christ stands at the door of your heart right now,
knocking and giving you the choice to be forgiven. He desires to
come into your heart so He can fill you abundantly with Himself
and His great love, peace and joy. You are wise if you make the right
choice! Jesus said:

“Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, | will come in and fellowship with him, and he with me.”
(Revelation 3:20)

What are you waiting for? Don’t
gamble with your eternal soul. The
odds are too great, the stakes are
too high, and eternity is far too long!
Now is the time to bow your head
before God, confess your sins, ask
Him in, and have a brand new life!
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To help you grow in your new walk with God, we encourage you to
begin to talk to Him through prayer, to read the Bible daily, to obey
the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ, and to find a solid, biblically
based church (Hebrews 10:23-25). We also encourage you to check
out the website for our church, Blessed Hope Chapel in Simi Valley,
CA at blessedhopechapel.org or visit our fellowship in person if you
are nearby. Also check out our ministry website at GoodFight.org for
in-depth podcasts and great information on current events from a
biblical perspective. May the Lord richly bless you as you seek Him
and grow in His incredible love and grace.

Pastor Joe Schimmel
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